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The Misunderstanding 


Alcohol 


MINISTER 
WHO DRANK 
THAT TAINTED 
SOUP IS IN 
A VERY BAD 


YOU SPIT OUT 
THE POISON 
DOESN'T MEAN 
YOU'RE IN THE 


ТЕ Т МАУ, 
МУ LADY, 
I WOULD LIKE 


1 TO KEEP THEM. |: 


І FIND MYSELF 
FEELING 
UNSETTLED 
OTHERWISE. 


LET ME 
KNOW IF 
THERE'S 
ANYTHING 
YOU 
REQUIRE. 


I APOLO- 
GIZE FOR 
SLEEPING 
IN SO LATE 


І WAS 
“аў HOUNDED 
RELENT- 
LESSLY 
AFTER 
YOUR SOUP 
TASTING. 
IT WAS 
AWFUL! 


TØR 


I TRIED 
TO BE 


«BUT SUBDUED 

IT APPEARS ТО AVOID 

1 FAILED. RAISING.A 
FUSS... 


FORGIVE 
ME FOR 
CAUSING 
YOU SUCH 
DISTRESS, 
MY LADY. 


ANYHOW, 
GAO SHUN HAS 
BEEN HERE ALL 
MORNING. WHAT 
SHOULD WE DO 


| || WITH НІМ? 


НЕ 
DIDN'T 
APPEAR 
TO HAVE 
ANYTHING 
TO DO... 


HIM OUT TO 
WEED THE 
GARDEN. 


ASKING 
SUCH A 
Зэн THING OF 


ФОМЕОМЕ 
ФЕАТЕР WITH GAO 


WHERE BUT SHUN’S 
A HIGH- sho SHUN STATUS 6 
RANKING ACCEPTING CURIOUS 
OFFICIAL 15 MORE ENOUGH... 

WOULD CURIOUS 

BE. STILL. 


Ñ 


NS 


я 


ሠ/ወ 


S 
ТО STEAL 
Bal THE HEARTS 
隐 or THE 
4 PALACE 
LADIES-IN- 
WAITING. 


SITTING 
ROOM, 
MY 


اب 
SN THE í‏ 
ИБАР «в >‏ | = 
PR LADYS А « А 7‏ 
SEEM | EYES...‏ 
ТО BE‏ 
SPARKLING‏ 
FOR SOME‏ 
REASON.‏ 
А ⁄ \‏ 4 
М і‏ 


НЕК OVER- 
WHELMING 
COMPETENCE 
MUST GIVE 
А» MEN PAUSE, 
: KEEPING 


THE ФОЏР 
MEANT FOR 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO. 


TRANS- 
PORTING IT 
WITH SUCH 

CARE... 


CLOSELY ይ 


FOR 68 
clues. / 


PROMISE 
ME YOU 
WON'T 
DRINK 


SILVER 15 
2 N QUICK то 
NOW THAT ТАЕМІФН... 
THE METAL 
OF THE 
BOWL HAS 
OXIDIZED, 
THE BROTH 
WILL NO 
LONGER 
TASTE 
GOOD. 


ILL 
APPLY 


DAUB THEIR 
JARS AND 
CANISTERS 
WITH DYE 

TO PREVENT 
MISCHIEF. 


FLOUR, I 
SOURCED 
FROM THE 
KITCHEN... 


…THE BRUSH 

AND COTTON, 

FROM А ВЕР- 
СНАМВЕК. 


YOU TAKE 
A SMALL 
BALL OF 
COTTON... 


КОИ 
IT IN ል ВІТ 
OF FLOUR, 

TAKING CARE 

TO KEEP THE 

COATING 

LIGHT... 


- THEN 
DUST THE 
BOWL ALL 
OVER WITH 
IT. 


FINALLY, 


YES, 
THAT'S 
WHERE 

SOMEONE 

PICKED UP 

THE BOWL 

WITH THEIR 

HANDS. 


FINGER- 
90 TIPS 
WHEN TEND TO 
WE TOUCH ФЕСЕЕТЕ 
SOMETHING OILS... 


THIS 19 LIKE METAL, 
ESPECIALLY WE LEAVE 

TRUE OF MARKS ON 
SILVER IT WITHOUT 
DISHES, MEANING 

WHICH TO. 
TARNISH 

EASILY. 


THAT ARE 
TO AVOID 
TOUCHING THE CLOUDED 
DISHES WITH OVER 
„WHEN OUR BARE oe 
CLEANING 7 
eae FOR OUR 


PURPOSES 


THEM, YOU 
SEE? 


THE FLOUR 
Е GRAINS ARE 
a LARGE, IT'S А 
| atte BITHARDTO ይም 
SIZES AND MAKE OUT... 
POSITIONS 
OF THE 


OF WAYS IN 
WHICH THE 
BOWL WAS 


19 


7 МАМАФЕР 
TO PLAY IT 
OFF 42 A 
CARELESS 

== . MISTAKE 

\\YESTER- 


ዒ 


“4DAY... 


«BUT IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
МУ EFFORTS 
WERE FOR 
NAUGHT. 


„ARE 
LIKELY 
= TO HAVE 
TOUCHED 
THIS 
..FOUR, ーー ラグ کلام‎ 
ሃ6ሀ 
Shy? 


I BELIEVE 
THAT FOUR 

DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE, 
IN ALL... 


..WE HAVE 
THE THREE 
WHO HELD 
IT AROUND 
THE BASE. 


..AND THE 
VIRTUOUS 
CONSOFT'2 
FOOD 
TASTER. 


SOME- 
ONE WHO Ñ 
TOUCHED % 
THE KIM 
OF THE 
BOWL. 


I THINK 
THOSE FOUR 
ACCOUNT FOR 
THE FINGER 
МАЕКФ WE 
FOUND. 


„„ТНАТ 
WOULD MAKE 
THE UNKNOWN 

FOURTH PERSON 
AND THE ҒООР 
TASTER THE 
MOST LIKELY 
SUSPECTS, 
CORRECT? 


| WHILE 
| KNOWING 
| FULL WELL 
| WHAT LADY 
LISHU 
..SHE CAN AND 
PURPOSELY CANNOT 
SWITCHED EAT... 
THE BOWL IN 
SECRET WITH 
THE ONE ON 
CONSORT 


GYOKUYO'S 
= TRAY. 


ТНЕ 
MALICIOUS 
INTENT BEHIND 
HER ACTIONS 
19 OBVIOUS. 


I SEE 
YOU FIND 
THAT HARD 
TO TAKE 
IN. 


CONSORT 
OF LADY 
цени: 


SPECULA- 
TION ON ። 
МУ PART. (ў 
PLEASE ГЭ | 
РО BEAR 
ТНАТ IN 


~ 
~ 
“Ж 


РО YOU 
RECALL 
WHAT 
СОМФОЕТ 


LISHU 
WORE AT 


GOWN OF 
| GARISHLY 

DEEP PINK, 
I BELIEVE. 


CONSORT 
Д LISHU, IN HER 
С GAUDY PINK 


IT /5 THE 
JOB OF 
А LADY-IN- 
WAITING TO 
MAKE HER 
Š MISTRESS 


...ТИЕ 
QUARREL 
BETWEEN 
THE LADIES- 
\ _ IN-WAITING 
THAT DAY... 


KNOWING 
7#/2 OF 
THEIR 
MISTRESS 
AND STILL 
CHOOSING 
TO NOT 
ADVISE HER 
OTHERWISE. 


шин CONSORT 
š мени 
DOESN'T 
EVEN 
KNOW 


THE WHAT 


ШИЕ መረ МЕ CLOTHING 
STRATING SORTS I$ АРРЕО- | 
CONSORT LADIES... 
LISHUG 
SHAMELESS 
ATTENDANTS 


PRIATE... 


POSITION # 
TO WEAR. 


IN THE 
INNER 
COURT, 
WHERE 
ENEMIES 
ABOUND... 


ሪ 


ARE 
THE ONLY 
PEOPLE A 
CONSORT 
CAN TRULY 

TRUST. 


= ШЕШЕ тв]шшшн ee. 


„HER 
LADIES-IN- 
WAITING... 


I THINK 


: 3. ROSITA „МАС 
e e e DË M @OADED 
…WHO Å LU (ለ ኢር: INTO HER 
FLATTERED МУ CHOICE OF 
HER WITH 14 DRESS 
COMPLIMENTS, BY HER 
SAYING HOW LADIES-IN- 
WELL IT WAITING... 
LOOKED 


NEVER 
QUES- 
TIONED 
THEIS 
ІМТЕМТ. 


WITTINGLY 
TO HUMILIATE 


…THEN IT 
EXPLAINS 


...АМР WENT 
AS FAR AS 


| REPLACING 
ፍገ HER DISH WITH 

ASA * ANOTHER'S, 
RESULT, ) JUST ТО CAUSE 


SHE BARELY Ñ HER GREATER 
SURVIVED ( ቅሪ DISTRESS? 


TERRIBLE | 
THING TO 


АШ. ТНЕ 
МОКЕ 20 
FOR LADIES 
OF GOOD 
BREEDING. 


AND THEN 
| TAKING UP A 
| MONASTIC 


BUT | 
| LIFE SOON 
POLITICAL TEE 


PASSING. 


ARE 
TAUGHT 
THAT WIVES 
MUST DEVOTE 
THEMSELVES 
ENTIRELY 
ТО THEIR 
HUSBANDS. 


WOMEN, 


NOT JUST ща 
THE CON- 


SORTS... 


CONSORT 


| LISHU IG IN 


A UNIQUE 
POSITION, 
HAVING 
BECOME 
CONSORT 
72 THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR 
VERY 
YOUNG... 


...MOST 
OTHER 
PEOPLE 
REGARD 
WEDDING 
THE 
ФОМ OF 
ONES 
DEAD 4 
m HUSBAND | 
GROSSLY Ад > 
IMMORAL. ーー — 
5 N E 
2 = 
i 1 
pi 
` ад 


THE 
2 ў MARKS 
GUESSING p 
THE BOWL | | THE RIM 
THE BOWL ті 
STEADY 一 


Яа 7, ОР ТНЕ 
AS THEY ! Z 


BOWL... 
STIRRED 


db: BELONG 
TO THE 
CULPRIT 
WHO 
MIXED 
ІМ ТНЕ 
POISON. 


THE WERE 
PLACES NEVER 
WHERE 70 TOUCH 
NOBLES THE RIMS 
AND OF THE 
OFFICIALS DISHES. 
MAY PUT 
THEIR 
„ARE LIPS... 
NOT 


TO BE 
SULLIED 
BY OUR 

FINGERS. 


THIS 15 
MERELY 
MY VIEW, 
BUT... 


.Һ1 
ВЕШЕУЕ 
THIS RUDE 
INDIVIDUAL 
TO BE THE 
ONE WHO 
POISONED 
CONSORT 
LISHUG 
BOWL. 


..HER LADY- 
IN-WAITING 
SWITCHED THE 


WITH CONSORT 
GYOKUYO'S. 


LUCKILY І 
DISCOVERED 
THE POISON 
WHEN I WAS 
TASTING THE 
DISHES... 


( 


М 


SS 


ULTIMATELY, | 7 
„BULLIED CONSORT Wi NÓ HARM 
THOUGH ` Gent. UNO CAME TO 
SHE WAS, Ше 
ESCAPED 1 Sarena 
РЕ! j| GYOKUYO. 
WITH HER И ДА 
LIFE AS の 1! 
WELL. MIb 
ያ / 


Sun 


NO WAY OF 
TELLING IF THE 
MAY 1 BULLYING AND 
ASK YOU THE POISONER 
ФОМЕ- ARE RELATED, 


THING? j OF COURSE. 


„ОР 
US FOOD 
TASTERS. 


IG 
WORTH 
РАК LESS 
THAN THE 
LIFE OF A 
CONSOFT. 


МУ 
THANKS. 


лкен. 


ТНЕ 
4 SITUATION 


TO SIR 


SHE 
DID ME 
A FAVOR 
WHEN SHE 
SWITCHED 
THOSE 
SOUPS. 


APPEAR TO 
SUGGEST. 4 


І 

HAVEN'T 

HAP THE 

TIME TO 

SLEEP A 
WINK SINCE 
YESTERDAY 

THANKS 

TO THIS 

І НАУЕМТ MESS! 

EVEN h 


CHANCE TO 
СНАКФЕ! 


IT’S FINE. 
NO ONE'2 


BEING 
UNDER HIS 
WATCHFUL 
EYE SINCE 
THE ГАУ І 
WAS BOKN 
HAS BEEN 

SUCH A 

PAIN. 


YOU'RE 
STILL 
WEARING 
THAT 
HAIRPIN. 


I DOUBT 
YOUR TRUE 
IDENTITY 
HAS BEEN 
DISCOVERED 
SINCE IT WAS 
HIDDEN IN 
YOUR HAIR. 


YOU 
MUST 
TREAT ІТ 
ACCORD- 


I SHALL | 
LEAVE 
YOU TO 


Cbapter 10 


"uS THE 
> >> GARDEN 
IS ALL 


0 ANYONE 
ў, САМ TALK 
ABOUT 
LATELY! 


SPEAKING 


— OF WHICH, 
e и THE ТАРЕ 
ーーーー С 1 ٩ E s PALACE 15 


WHERE YOU 
WORK NOW, 
RIGHT? 


THAT'S 
WHERE 
THE LADY'S 
MAID WHO 
ATE THE 
POISON 
|5 ТОО! 


HOW 
DID SHE 

FIND THAT 
OUT? 


WHAT 


THATS ок OT KIND OF 
— суды | PERSON 
15 SHE? 


WOULD 
PROBABLY 
NEVER 
GUESS THAT 


SITTING RIGHT 
BESIDE HER. ES 


JUST A 
LOWLY NOTA 
NEW- 


YOU WORK 
WITH HER, 
THOUGH? 


AND 
HERE I WAS 
HOPING ID NW, 
GET TO FIND 


ол LOTS POOH! 
ABOUT HER 
FROM YOU! 


гг TURNED 
INTO 4 
RATHER i 
SIONIFI- E 7 ce 
САМТ 

AFFAIR. 


Cbapter 10 


The Meaning of tbe Hairpins 


А MANY. 
HAIRPIN. 
FROM 
THAT: 
RAKISH 
EUNUCH. 


HAIKFINS. 
HE WAS 
HANDING 
OUT TO 
ALL AND 
SUNDRY. 


LASTLY, 
FROM A 


0 Y OFFICER 
. 2> THE 
МАМЕ ОҒ 

LI НАКІ... 


THAT 
MEANS YOU 
CAN LEAVE 
THE INNER 


COURT! 


ሠል МАМ 
OUTSIDE 
THE INNER 
COUKT CAN 
SUMMON 
А МОМАМ 
FROM THE 
INSIDE. 


A COURT 

LADY CAN 

USE ONE 

OF THOSE 

HAIRPINS 

TO SEND 
FOR ል 
MAN... 


+. AND 
REQUEST A 
LEAVE FROM 
THE INNER 
COURT. 


YOU 
KNOW HOW | 
THE INNER | 
COURT IS | 
OFF-LIMITS 
90 то MOST 
WE LADIES 
WHO LIVE 
AND WORK 
HERE CAN'T 
HAVE MALE 
WELL, VISITORS? 
WITH 
SPECIAL 
PERMIS- 
SION... 


WHAT THE 
HAIRPINS 
DISTRIBUTED 
AT THE 
BANQUET 
REPRESENT. 


MUCH, 
VU XIAOLAN. 


ТЕУ. 


THANKS 


FORTHE 
HAWTHORN 
FRUITS! 


SHE ...HAILS 
TOLD ME FROM A 
SHE WAS POOR 

SOLD OFF FARMING 

ВУ HER VILLAGE. 
PARENTS A 
AND ENDED እ 
UP АТ THE < 
INNER N 
COURT. 


THE EVER 
CHEERFUL 
АМР CHATTY 
XIAOLAN... 


AS 
LONG 
AS YOU 


2 Hı E 5 РО YOUR 
ALWAYS Hmm ዝየ | иок you 
SEEMED 1 に TO WORRY 
ТО ENJOY „бл У ABOUT 
HER LIFE : e MÅ шчаку 
4 Y H 
HERE. 7 ሆን) HERE. 


INNER COURT DEPENDING 
MIGHT NOT im У ON УОЏЕ 
ВЕ 20 ВАР SITUATION... 

A PLACE 
АТ ALL. 


HAIRPIN IN 
EARNEST? 


! 
4. 


| 
2 


вит 
ITD BE A 
ЗНАМЕ ТО 
TURN HER 
DOWN /ሥ 
SHES A 


THE JADE 
PALACE? 
I GAVE A 
HAIRPIN TO 
ONLY ONE 
WOMAN 
FROM 
THERE. 


BEWITCH- 
INGLY WITH 
POISON 
\ ON HER 
ላ TONGUE? 


THINKING 


PERHAPS 
THERE'S А | 
LIKENESS? 


HAS 
ANYONE 
EVER TOLD 
YOU THAT, 
IN MAKEUP, 
YOU LOOK 
LIKE AN 
ENTIRELY 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON? 


„І MAY 
BE ABLE 
ТО МАКЕ А 
BRIEF ТЕІР 


so 


YOU'RE 
INSISTING 
I HELP 


I'M 
S'POSED 
TO JUST 
LET YOU 
USE МЕ 

OUT OF THE 
GOODNESS 
OF MY 
HEART... 


WITH WHAT 
I BELIEVE 
WILL BE 
SUITABLE 
СОМРЕМ- 
SATION. 


IF THAT ТНЕКЕ, АМР 
CONCERNS ТР BE 
YOU, SIMPLY BROKE! 
SHOW THEM 

THESE 

LETTERS 
OF INTRO- 

DUCTION. 


THESE 
THE THREE 
PRINCESSES, 
WHO ARE 
PRACTICALLY 
OUT OF REACH 

⁄ FOR EVEN 
| HIGH-RANKING 
MINISTERS? 


ромт 
BELIEVE 
МЕ, THEN 
I GUESS 
THAT'S 
THAT. 


FOR 
WASTING 
YOUR 
TIME. 


I GUESS 
I'LL JUST 


A HAIRPIN 
WITH RED 
CRYSTALS 
AND ONE 
MADE OF 
SILVER?! 


мн, 


m 
ACTUALLY 
NE 4 FORCE IN THE 
RECKONED DARK 
WITH? መር. 


ік АМР 
THIS 
YOUNG 


と GIRL... 


A-LIFETIME 
CHANCE 
TO MEET 
THE THREE 
PRINCESS- 
ES... 


..ANP IT'S 


OBVIOUS 
SHE HAS 
NO IDEA 
WHAT THE 
HAIRPINS 
TRULY 


FEEL TRULY || 
sorry |, 
МА ርር. 


THIS 
15 GOING 
70 CAUSE 
ANOTHER 
SQUABBLE. 


Chapter и 


I'M AFRAID 
2HE'2 LEFT 
ALREADY... 


FOR 
A THREE- 
DAY VISIT 


е مه‎ - NE f ፇ “ ሠ 
8 IR = Ж» ES ЖА 
/ A А А 
55% AA 
А 
ሥሪ 4952. 
ል» У 7 
AU, y 
A / A 


= ТНЕ 
፦ | PLEASURE 
DISTRICT I 
CALL HOME 
ISN'T THAT 
РАК AWAY. 


17% /М 
WALKING 
DISTANCE 
ONCE 
WERE 
PAST THE 
WALLS 
TAKING A AND THE 
CARRIAGE MOAT. 


PLEASURE 
DISTR \CT 


SURE 
CHANGED 
HIS TUNE 
ONCE HE 
STARTED 
ACTUALLY 
BELIEVING 

ME. 


_ | EVEN THE 
СОММОМ 
FOLK... I САМ 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY НЕТ 
WANT TO 


| PRINCESSES 
| OF VERDI- 
GRIS AS 

HEAVENLY 
IDOLS. 


THEM WILL М 
COST YOU 
SILVER. 


THE 
PLEA- 
SURE 

| DISTRICT 
3 GATES! | 


& Ж 
хэ 
EE 
2 
:. 27 d 


THEY 
MAY ALL 
ВЕ CALLED 
COURTESANS, 
BUT WHILE 
SOME SELL 
THEIR 
BODIES, 
OTHERS 
SELL THEIR 
TALENTS. 


| 


THE MORE №1 
POPULAR THE ፪፳ 
COURTESAN, 

THE FEWER 

CLIENTS 
SHE SEES, 
AND ALL 
THE MORE 
PRECIOUS 
SHE 
BECOMES. 


THE 
PRICE 
OFA 
SINGLE 
NIGHT 
WITH 
SUCH A 
WOMAN 
15 DEAR, 
INDEED. 


..BUT OF 
COURSE, || 
IT IS МО 
EASY 
FEAT TO 
ACHIEVE. 


-AREN'T 
GUAR- 
ANTEED 
FUTURE 


SUCCESS. 


IN АРМ/- 


WOM: 


MANY A AND THE 
LOCAL GIRL, LIVES 
ASPIRING THEY 
LEAD... 


PLEASURE 
DISTRICT... 


IN THIS 
WORLD, 
EVEN THE 
YOUNG, 
LIVE-IN 
APPRENTICE 
COURTE- 
SANS... 


WE'RE 
HERE. 
THIS 
IS THE 
PLACE, 
RIGHT? 


HOUSED IN | 


THIS MANY- 
STORIED 
EDIFICE, 17 
72 ONE OF 
THE MOST 
VENERABLE 
BROTHELS 
IN THE 
IMPERIAL 
CAPITALS 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT. 


ብ 


ГЕ | 


| 


(7722 I № 
CHILD! DUR SEL 7 | 
SHE 2, GAIN, | / ; ам 
IN =" ы/| 


USEP TO 4 
| UN 


PUNCH ME 
LIKE THIS 
ALL THE 
TIME TO SN 
GET ME ТО ۸ 
THROW UP à 
POISONS. 


ж 


МЕЕТ ТНЕ 
MADAM OF 
VERDIGRIS. 


OH? ARE 
YOU OUR 
GUEST OF 


HANDSOME 
FEATURES, 
YES...AND 
A DECENT 
PHYSIQUE 


GRANNY, FROM TOO, I 
I DON’T WHAT I'VE SEE. 
THINK YOU HEARD, 
SHOULD YOU'RE 
BE SAYING ON TRACK 
ALL THAT FOR А SUC- 


CESSFUL 
CAREER. 


TO HIS 


DANCING, 
[ HUH? [Г 


ARE YOU 
y CONFIDENT 
КЕ de ም- |’ . | IN YOUR ARM 
T ክሪ AM MUSCLES? 

TRAINING. || 22 ; 


EXPEKIENCE 
A PLEASANT 
DREAM THIS 
NIGHT, IT'LL 
BECOME A 
MEMORY 
HELL NEVER 
FORGET. 


RANKING 
COUR- 
TESANS 
RARELY 
SLEEP 
WITH THEIR à 
CLIENTELE 8 


82 


YOU'VE 
GOT 
SOME 
NERVE 


++. JUST 
DISAP- 
PEARING 
LIKE THAT 
WITHOUT 
A WORD 
FOR TEN 
WHOLE 
MONTHS. 


DIDN'T 
YOU GET MY 
MESSAGE? 


HAD I NOT, 
I WOULP'VE 
TURNED YOUR 
¿NOT FRIEND AWAY 


TREATED ON SIGHT... 


HIM LIKE 
A KING. 


83 


EXPECTING 
YOU TO 
ACTUALLY 
SERVE UP 

PAILING. 


PAILING'S 
NOT GOING 
TO LET THAT 
BRAWNY HULK 
OF A MAN WALK 
OUT OF HERE 
WITHOUT HAVING Га 
HERSELF A BIT 
OF FUN, AND 


HERE'S 
HALF THE 
WAGES I'VE 
аса EARNED FROM 
NC WORKING IN 
ADVANCE. THE INNER 
COURT ቆሪ 


CAN'T YOU 
GIVE МЕ ል 

| DISCOUNT 
IF ALL HE'S 
GONNA РО 
15 HAVE TEA 
WITH HER? 


BUT IT'S 
OUT OF MY 


ሃርህ 
KNOW 
УОЏ САМ 
ALWAYS 
PAY WITH 
YOUR 
BODY AS 
A LAST 
RESORT. 


I NEED 
MORE CLIENTS SOME 
WE CAN DRAIN MORE 

DRY FOR A LONG PU2 に 
TIME TO СОМЕ, (۶٤۶ 

LIKE THE LAD YOU 
BROUGHT HERE 

TODAY. 


WHO'D. BE 
KEEN ОМ: 
DAMAGED 
_ ወዐዐሀሩ --- 
"LIKE YOU: ` 


BUT 


I MIGHT d er 
ВЕ ABLE 
7О ЕМТІСЕ УЕАЕ LEFT 
ФАО SHUN ТО WORK 
ОК ТИЕ OFF АТ 
GUACK. 


THE INNER 


У СОЏЕЛ, 
ALL SET THEIR THANK 
LL 
SIGHTS ON YOU VERY 
HIM AND DRIVE 


MUCH. 
THE BROTHEL 


INTO THE 
GROUND. / 


መኃ ፈራ ፌ ርፌ ፈፈ ር ፌር.) чата" 


OF, Minn 
| ノ ) に VÅPLEASURE 
— ቴዬ.-ጥ | DISTRICT. 


Al 


BEGGARS 
AND 
SYPHILITIC 
STREET- 


PICK ФОМЕ 
PLANTS 
FOR MY 

FRECKLES 

THAT DAY. 


МУ ТЕЕМ 
ОҒ ФЕЕУІСЕ 
HASN'T RUN 
OUT YET, SO 

I HAVE TO GO 
BACK TO THE 
INNER COURT 


THE DAY AFTER 
у TOMORROW. ОТ САМЕ 


TO BE 
A FOOD 
TASTER AT 
THE JADE 
PALACE. 


GO BATHE 


TOMORROW I'M 
MORNING AT тігер, 
VERDIGRIS. BUT LD 

LIKE A 


BATH. 


THE 
INNER 
COURT, 

HM? 


I REALLY 
WISH НЕТ 
STOP WITH 
THE ВАСК- 
BREAKING 
WORK. 


THERE'S 
QUITE 
A FEW 
MEDICINAL 
HERBS 
GROWING 
HERE 


PLEASURE 
DISTRICT. 


MEDICINES እ | 
гом | 
PLANTS ከ 
НЕ ФЕБИ/ 
HIMSELF... 


451 
KECALL, 
М 70/5/15 p 
M/D- 
RANKING | 
BKOTHEL. 


7 


222 
JP 


THERES 
NOTHING 
STUCK 
IN HIS 
THROAT. 


GOING TO SHALLOW. 
И CHECK FOR 
OBSTRUC- 

TIONS 


| 


YOU PRINK 
WATER, 
RIGHT? 


NOT 
MUCH TIME 
HAS PASSED 
SINCE THEY 
BOTH 
INGESTED 
POISON. 


STAINS 
ОР TWO 
DIFFERENT | _ 
COLORS 
ON THE 
BED. 


TWO 
DECANT- 
ERS OF 
LIQUOR. 


102 


THIS 
SCATTERED 
TOBACCO... 


WERE 
DEFINITELY 
UP TO NO 
ФООР. 


N 


— øk — I 


| BRING 
MY FATHER 


HERE. HE'S 


IN THE FIELD 
BY THE 
SOUTHERN 


I'VE GIVEN 
THEM WHAT 
вит TREATMENT 


MAKE I CAN... 
SURE ТО 


Ж 


„Е 
へ 


THE 
YOUNG 
LADY WAS 
CONCEKNED 
ABOUT THIS 


H 
| Жж” СНАЕСОДІ. 

MIX IT WITH | || | 
THE HERBS 
RIGHT AWAY 

AND ФЕТ 

ТНЕМ ТО 

PRINK ІТ. 


z の / 


РЕРИСЕ 


| АМОТНЕЕ 


TWO ОБ 
THREE 
MORE 

THINGS 
FROM 
/Т. 


YOU DID 
A FAIR 
JOB OF 
TREATING 


HEG THE 
KIND OF 
PERSON 
WHO CAN 


THE GLASS 
SHARDS 
ON THE 


SPECTED UP... 


MY 
FATHER 
LIKES TO 
QUIZ ME WHAT 
THIS WAY ОМ КІМР ОҒ 
OCCASION | POISON 
TO TEACH | 
МЕ SOME- | Dee 


THIS 
15? 


ITS 
JUST THE 


TOBACCO 
|6 EASY ТО 
OBTAIN. 


THING FOR 
COMMITTING 
A LOVERS’ 
SUICIDE. 


WHEN 
EATEN, ITS 
EFFECTS ARE 
IMMEDIATE. 
THEY MAKE 
YOU FEEL 
LIKE YOU'RE 
CHOKING. 


LOOKS 
LIKE YOU 
HELD 
OFF ON 
GIVING 
THEM 
WATER, 


WELL, 
THE 

EFFECT 

OF DOING 
ФО WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
CONTRARY 
TO WHAT 


GASTRIC 
JUICES CAN 
PREVENT THE 
THEM DRINK ABSORPTION P 


WATER OF POISON 
COULD'VE 85 


DILUTED 
THOSE AND 
MADE THE 
SITUATION 
WORSE. 


...THEN IT 
MIGHT BE 
BEST TO | 
DILUTE IT 7/ - ў N ር 
FURTHER. p. | ` є ORIGINALLY |^ ^ 
1 BEEN 
DISSOLVED 


ሠሪ DIDN'T 
SEE ANY 
TOBACCO 
IN THEIR 
VOMIT. 


ITS 
NOT THAT 
I HADN'T 
NOTICED, 
MAYBE BUT I 
IM JUST |. OVER- 
NOT LOOKED 


ENTIRELY /T ALL THE 
AWAKE 
YET. i 
m 4 


|| /somerme | 
14| 175 BETTER 


ТО DILUTE 
SOMETHING 
THATS BEEN 
DISSOLVED 

IN WATER, 

MAOMAO. 


WHAT А 
МАРАМ. 


— 


FOR 
7 ти ашу 
5) 


ТИЕ ОМЕ 
ОМ ТИЕ 
FLOOR 
IN THAT 


SHE 
MUST BE 
USING 
THIS TO 

DRINK 


BRING 
TOGETHER A 
MAN WITH NO 
MONEY ANP A 

WOMAN WHOSE 
CONTRACT 
HAS YET TO 


N 


НЕ HASÄTHEXS 
AIR OF SOMEONE 
WHO REGULARLY 
FREQUENTS THESE 
PLACES, BUT THE 
CLOTHES HE WAS\ 

WEARING WERE 

MADE OF FINE 


DESPERATE 
ENOUGH 


FUTURE HE POISON IN 


CAN'T HAVE 
WITH THE ØRER 
WOMAN HE 
LOVES. 


А LOVERS’ 
Y SUICIDE ISN'T 
ALL THAT 
UNCOMMON 
IN ТИЕФЕ 


у ow- 
EVER, THAT 


FELLOW... 


THEN 
THERES 
HIS HAND- 
SOME 
FACE... 


A 


SHOULD 
LOOK /М 
ON HIM 
FIRST. 


A 


H o I x 


HER 
ОРЕК 
SISTER WAS 
WORKING 
AT ANOTHER 
ESTABLISH- 
MENT LIKE 
THIS ONE, 
YOU SEE. 


THAT MAN 
OFFERED TO 
BUY OUT HER 
CONTRACT. 


SHE EVEN 
WROTE 
THIS POOR 
THING 
A HAPPY 
LETTER ALL ፅ 
ABOUT IT. 


HE 
SUDDENLY 
WENT BACK 
ON HIG 
OFFER... 


- AND, 
UNABLE 
TO BEAR 
IT, HER 
SISTER 
KILLED 
HERSELF. 


ALL HE'S 
РОМЕ 15 
WIN THE 
IRE OF 
MANY А 
COURTE- 
SAN. 


LATELY, HE'S 
EVEN BEEN 
BRINGING 
GUARDS 


AROUND WITH 
HIM TO THE 
BROTHELS, 

PROVIDED BY 上 


«АМР р 
HE'S BEEN | 
POISONED E. 


HE 
SEDUCES 
WOMEN 
AND HINTS 
AT BUYING 
THEIR 
FREEDOM 


«9» 
88) 


TOSSING 
THEM ASIDE 
WHEN HE 
GROWS 
BORED. HE'S 
NOTORIOUS 
FOR DOING 
THIS. 


HE WAS 
NEARLY 
STABBED 
ONCE BY A 
FRENZIED 


AND HE'S MERCHANT 
ALWAYS 
THERE TO 
CLEAN UP 
HIS SON'S 
MESSES 
WITH 


I SHOULD 
FEEL PITY 
AND TURN A 
BLIND EYE 
70 HER 
BLOOD- 


MISDEEDS 
ARE SO 
WELL KNOWN, 
WOULDN'T IT 
HAVE BEEN 
BETTER TO 
SIMPLY BAN 
HIM, THEN? 


COURTESAN 
LURING IN 
A MAN TO 
ATTEMPT 
A LOVERS’ 
SUICIDE... 
WILL 
ONLY CAUSE 
HEADACHES 
FOR THE 
BROTHEL, 


THIS GIRL 
WAS ALSO 


CLOSE 
TO THE 
WOMAN... 


WAS THE 
ONE WHO 
BROUGHT 
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25O WE 
>. GOT THAT 

„THE N > 
MADAM WAS NS RY GRACIOUS 
RECEPTION 
ee а ў BECAUSE... 


THE ФОМ OF 
A WEALTHY 
MERCHANT 
DIDN'T DIE 

ON HER 
WATCH, 
HUHP 


„„ЕУЕКУ- 
ОМЕФ 
PALPABLE 
KELIEF 
AT THE 
SURVIVAL 
OF THE 
HORRIBLE 
MAN... 
MUST 
HAVE 
ФЕЕМЕР 
АВФ ЕР 
72 THE 


GIRL. 


ASSUMING 
SHE PICKED 
THE АРОТН- 
ECARY ON 
PURPOSE, 
KNOWING 


HE WOULD | 


BE ELSE- 
WHERE... 


TYPICALLY 
CALL А 
DOCTOR 


ITSA 
GOOD 
THING I 

CHANCED 
72 ВЕ 


IF PA HAD 
BEEN THE 
ONLY ONE 


TICE 
WHOS 
ALWAYS 
RUNNING 
ERRANDS 


+++ WOULD 
KNOW 
WHEN MY 
FATHER 
WOULD 
BE OUT, 
WOULDNT 
SHEP 


НЕК 
SMALL 
STATURE 
BELIES 
HER 
FRIGHT- 
ENING 
MIND. 


TO 
BRING РА 


ӘНЕ 

РАР 

YOU 
FAIRLY. 


TO CHECK 
SINCE YOU'D 
JUST LET IT 
ФО OTHER- 

WISE. YOU'RE 

TOO NICE. 


UGH, ГМ 
COVERED 
IN SWEAT 
FROM 
JUST WHEN ALL THE 
YOU FINALLY 


8 I NEVER RUNNING 
CAME HOME GOT TO AROUND. 


TOO. WHAT TAKE MY 
ROTTEN 


AFTER THIS, 
THAT GUYLL 
PROBABLY 
BE BANNED 
FROM THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT = 
COMPLETELY. THEIR 


CONDI- V 
TIONS WERE = 


THE ~ 11 THEY'LL ВЕ 
NETWORK : ALL RICHT 
THERE /6 : МОМ, 
ФООР АТ WON'T 
@ETTIN@ N : : а 
THE WORD 

OUT ABOUT 
THIS SORT 
OF THING. 


| ACCOUNTS, 
HE SOUNDS 


SELFISH. 


...9OME- 
THING 
ABOUT 
ALL THIS 
KEEPS 
EATING 

AT ME. 


E 


A MAN 
НАТЕР ВУ 
EVERYONE, 
RIGHT 
DOWN TO 
THE YOUNG 
APPREN- 
TICE. 


WOULD SUCH 
A MAN REALLY 
FALL 50 HEAD 
OVER HEELS 
FOR ANOTHER 
THAT HE'D BE 
WILLING TO 
TAKE PART IN 
A LOVERS’ 
SUICIDE? 


ФСАТТЕЕЕР 
ТОВАССО. 


THE 
TOBACCO 
HAD ORIGI- 
NALLY BEEN 
DISSOLVED 
IN WATER... 


DIFFERENT 


D 


OLOR. 
POS 


~ 


2t 

«20 
"E. 
шш 
555 
994 


АТТЕМРТЕР 
MURDER. |- 


ሠያጋ DRINK 
SOMETHING 
H POISONED. 


ALL 
SHE HAD 
ТО DO WAS 
DRINK IT 
HERSELF 
Ғы) FIRST TO 
SHOW HIM 
IT WAS 
SAFE. 


CAUTIOUS 
THAT HE 


EVEN BRINGS 
GUARDS TOA 


„(Е SHE 
ACTUALLY 
DRANK THE 
4 POIGONED 
LIQUOR. 


BROTHEL... 


HARM... 


SEEING THE 
COURTESAN 
COME TO 
NO HARM, 
HE WOULD 
DRINK /7 
WITHOUT 
A SECOND 
THOUGHT. 


DIFFERENT 
COLORS, 
WOULD WEIGHTS, 
SEPARATE DENSITIES. 
WHEN MIXED, 
THOUGH NOT 
42 MUCH 42 
ጋሬ АМР 
WATER. 


--- DRUNK 
FROM THE 
BOTTOM 
LAYER 
WITH THE 
STRAW. 


E rg 


NN 


POURING 


ሠ 
LOVELY, 


| ЕАУЕЕЕР 
| CONCOC- 


TION. 


PERHAPS 
SHE WAS 
IN THE 
HABIT OF 
ENTERTAIN- 
ы МЕ HER 
CLIENTS 
WITH THE 
LITTLE 
ACT. 


THIS 
| WOULD 
w ! NOT HAVE 
AROUSED 
HIS 5/6- 
PICIONS 
„ARE SINCE 
WIDELY ТИЕ 
USED. STRAWS... 


ANP 20, 
THE MAN 
WOULD PUT 
THE GLASS 
ТО HIS LIPS 
AND DRINK 
FROM THE 
TOP. 


COURTESAN ፪፻: >“ | 
WOULD THEN | NS > d AFTER | 
SCATTER THE | EA ; IN | CONFIRM- | 

TO 5МОКЕР | 9 ብ Š | ING HE 


COVER TOBACCO | | ў WAS OUT | 
UP THE AROUND | i BN A | | 
ODOR THE 

OF THE КООМ... 

| POISONED 

| LIQUOR... 


| 


253 TO MAKE IT 
| LOOK ШКЕ 
| THE PAIR HAD 

COMMITTED 
A LOVERS’ 
SUICIDE BY 
INGESTING 
THE POISON. 


ጨጨ፦ጨጩ 


| | 
| JUST | 
| ASMALL | 
| AMOUNT, | 
TO AVOID | 
DEATH. | 


 — ÁÁÀ 


AND IT 
JUST SO 
HAPPENED 
THAT... 


HAVING 


ene . ЕВА 
WOULD тд 
DRINK 2 


HAVING 
THOUGHT 
| UP THIS 
PLOT ІМ | 

WHICH HE | 

WOULD | 
SHE DIE AND | 
MADE SHE 
SURE TO WOULD 
CARRY LIVE... 
IT OUT 
FIRST 
THING | 
| INTHE 
| MORNING. 


.ФОМЕ- - 
ONE WAS | 
| THERE ТО に 


THE 
BEHAVIOR 
INSTEAD 
DOCTOR, APPRENTICE 
SHE WENT WHO WAS 
PAs TRYING TO 
то KILL ТИЕ 
САКУ MAN. 
ENSURE FIRST. STILL ድ 
THE МАМ DOESN'T 
WOULD ВЕ SIT RIGHT 
BEYOND WITH ME. 
SAVING. : 


WAS 
SHE NOT 
CONCERNED 
FOR THE 
COURTESAN 
WHO'S LIKE 
А SISTER 


| BRINGING | 
| МУ FATHER. | 


НАР 
IT NOT 
CROSSED 
HER 
MIND... 


LIKE HER 
ACTUAL 


ELDER 
SISTER DID --- THAT 
ተሃ E ANOTHER 
TOOK HER | PERSON 
OWN LIFEP | CLOSE 
| ТО НЕЕ 
COULD'VE 
| DIED... 


IF SHE 
KNEW THE 
COURTESAN 
WASN'T 
GOING 
ТО DIE... 


OR 
MAYBE 
IM JUST 
OVER- 
THINKING 
/7. 


I SHOULDN'T | 
SPECULATE ٠ 
OUT LOUD. 


SUSPICIOUS 
IT ALL 
GETS. 


سنسيا 


He 


POISON 
THEM- 
SELVES. 


T 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT 

FATE HAS 

IN STORE N 

FOR THAT |, 

COURTE- 
SAN. 


ID BEEN 
YEARNING 
ЛЕ” UN 22 ТО RETURN 
2 ( ) «T Ў ТО THE 
GARDEN | ! ده‎ DISTRICT 
py р ህ ...BUT FOR A 
IT ISN'T LONG 
BIRDCAGE هج‎ ALL THAT TIME... 
AT THE ( DIFFERENT . 
SAME Т түз ид FROM THE 
TIME. ( W PE Ш INNER 


(2) COURT IN 
ESSENCE. 


AND THE |. > іў G E) 
МОЖЕ THE Ge 
COURTESANS -— 
NTORICATED y с 
/ 
ВУ ТНАТ EVERY- Й 
AIR... ONE... 
2 e ...ТЕАРРЕР 
: に IN THIS 
PLACE 
/2 BEING 
РО/ФОМЕР 
BY THE МЕ 
| НЕКЕ. 


3 


OR 
PERHAPS 
THE MADAM 
MIGHT TRY 
ТО THREATEN 
HIM BY 
CLAIMING HE 
WAS OUT ТО Ра 
SPOIL HER d 


«SHELL ВЕ 
ACCUSED OF 
РО/ФОМ/МФ 
ТНАТ 
PRODIGAL 


THAT BATH 


ФО HAVE № 
AT VERDI- 
GRIS 


І КРАДУ 
WISH I 
COULD 

STAY. 


BUT IT'LL 
JUST MAKE 
TROUBLE 


FOR SIR 


LI HAKU IF 


I ABANDON 


MY WORK AT 
THE INNER /一 
СОЏЕЛ. 


YEEAAH, 


1 


LUG HA 
Мо a T A 
1 


THINK HE 
MIGHT'VE 
EMPTIED 

MY PURSE 

ALTO- Å 
GETHER. 
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ሠ 


ОМСЕ 
YOUVE 
HADA 
TASTE OF 
HEAVENS 
NECTAR... 


=< 


>. 


4 ло y 

ай EARTHLY 
( ግ DELIGHT 
. WILL 

EVER 


COM- 
PAKE. 


THEY'RE 


7 SURE ТО 
ao MAKE LI 
BE PAYING HAKU PAY 
THROUGH THROUGH 
THE NOSE THE NOSE 
MYSELF FROM 


SINCE I WAS NOW 
SHORT ON 


SILVER AT THE 1 š | ቻም 


OUTSET. 


SHES 
ALREADY 
GOT A 
BUYER IN 
MIND FOR 
ME ONCE 
MY TIME IN 
THE INNER 
COURT 15 UP, 
HASN'T SHE? 


WHAT 

KIND OF 

„16 THIS SADIST... 
OLD BAG 
PLANNING 


Г, 
SHUDDER Ped 
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A 
I / 
= A ВУ 
——- ሪ 


ZEN 


| 
¡mu 


YOU 
KNOW, I 
THINK I'LL 


NNN) 


ዘ" 


DID 
YOU 
GET A 
HAIRPIN 
FROM 


ONE 
MUST 
BE AN 

OFFICIAL 
IN GOOD 
STANDING 
AND OF 
GOOD 
ВАСК- 
GROUND 


BECAUSE 
1 STATED 
THE ОВУ/- 


IT 
WOULD 
EVEN BE 
WORTH 
SELLING, 
SHOULD I 
EVER BE 
IN NEED. 


REALLY 
DOESN'T 
SEEM 
HIMSELF 
TODAY. 


LI 

HAKU 

#5 /5 

HAIRPIN МАУ GEN: 

BE SIMPLE, EE: 

BUT ITS OVS. 
STURDY AND 
IN GOOD 


ONE 
OF THE 


A ሠ MANY HE 
ン | APPEARED 


ТО ВЕ 
HANDING 
OUT AT 
RANDOM 


YOU'RE 


TELLING ME 
I LOST TO A 
HAIRPIN SOME 

LOUT FELT 
OBLIGED TO 

GIVE YOU? 
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WHAT ሃርጋሀ 
COULDN'T 
BE BOTH- 
EREP TO 
ASK МЕ? 


UPS 16 THE= 
2 CURI- HA 5 GREAT ۴٤ 
seno OUT. 21271 JINSHI... 


LEFT OUT 
OF THE 


IRKSOME 
AFFAIRS OF 
OTHERS /5 
SURELYA 
GOOD 


THING? 


ММ, 
EVEN 20, 
HES А 
EUNUCH 
WHO HAS 
LOST HIS 
MANHOOD. 


WOULDN'T 
IT BE RUDE 
TO INVITE 
HM TOA | 
BROTHEL? |/ 


ABOVE 
ALL, THE 
AVERAGE 

COURTESAN 

WOULD 
NEVER BE 
ABLE TO 

RESIST 
FALLING 


E] 
BROTHEL 
GUEST AS 
BEAUTIFUL 
AS JINSHI. 


MUCH FREE 
TIME THAT 


|| 422 ITCHING 


VERDIGRIS |... 


FOR THINGS 
ТО РО, 
HOWEVER 
TEDIOUS? 


BUT 
ONE CAN 
INDULGE 

IN THE 

PLEASURES 
OF THE 
FLESH AT 


TOO. 


IF I WERE 
70 BRING 
IN A GUY 
LIKE HIM, 
GRANNY'D 

BE SURE TO 

GIVE ME A 

THRASHING. 
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I COULDN'T 
THINK OF 
ANYTHING 
WITH YOU WOULD 
WHICH DEEM SATIS- 
TO FACTORY... 


| REMEMBER, 
THE STUFF 
OF WHICH 
DREAMS 
ARE 
MADE. 


ҒЕОМ 
ТНЕ STATE 
HE WAS IN, I 
DOUBT HELL 
COME BACK 
70 REALITY 
ANYTIME 
SOON. 


ІТОО 
WAS HAPPY 
TO SEE THAT 
MY EFFORTS 
DIDN'T GO 
TO WASTE. 


I BELIEVE 
HE WAS 
THOROUGHLY 
SATIATED. 


u 
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ARE YOU 
DOING? 


PLEASE 
DONT 
FORGET 
THIS IS THE 
MIDDLE 
OF THE | 
workpay. || | 


...WOULP NEVER 
ВЕСОМЕ 50 2 
PROFOUNDLY JINSHI І 

KNOW... 


ATTACHED TO 
A PLAYTHING. 


THIS LI 
HAKU WAS 
INTRODUCED 
TO A STAR 
COURTESAN 
OF THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, 
WE WERE 


21 TOOK 
PAINS ТО 
WORM THE 
DETAILS 
OUT OF 
СОМФОЕТ 
GYOKVYO, 


WHO WAS 
BESIDE 
HERSELF 
WITH 
LAUGHTER. 


I NEVER 
WOULD'VE 
GUESSED 


መመመ 4 BEING 
TI YOUNG 15 
Ч FRIGHT- 

ENING, 


ПА INDEED. 


ТИЕ МАТТЕК 
OF WHAT МУ 
MASTER MUST 
HAVE IMAGINED 
SHE MEANT 


PUSHING 


| THROUGH 
AND 


HURRYING 
TO SEE 
HER... 
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РАСА МЕ 
Н/М 
FOREVER 


THERE 
ARE MANY 
MINISTERS 
WHO ARE 
OBVIOUSLY 

TRYING 

TO PASS 
MEASURES 
IN THEIR 
OWN SELF- 
INTERESTS. 


| I PO WISH 


HE WOULD 
THINK A 
LITTLE 
HARDER 

ABOUT HIS 

WORK. 


MY YOUNG 
MASTER'S 
WORKLOAD 
CONTINUES ኒ 
TO GROW 
BECAUSE 
OF THEM... 


YOU HE DIED 
ABSO- ЕКОМ 
a DRINKING 
TOO MUCH 
WHAT ALCOHOL. A LIVELY 


AND KIND- 
HEARTED 
WARRIOR. 7 


A RULE THAT 


A CONSORT 
WITHOUT 
ONE OF HER 
ATTENDANTS 
PRESENT... 
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EUNUCHS MAY 
NOT SPEAK TO 


HIS 
NAME 
WAS 
KOUNEN, | 
AND HE 

WAS 


IN HIS 
FROM 

) WHAT 1 FIFTIES. 
HEARD... 


LOWLY 
NEW GIRL, 
THIS 
SHOULD 
BE NO 
BUSINESS N 
OF MINE 


MR. HIGH- 
AND-MIGHTY | FACT 
SENT THE 
HEAD LADY 
OUT ON AN 
ERRAND 
TELLS 
ME... 


DO YOU 
REALLY 
THINK THE 
CAUSE OF 
DEATH WAS 
ALCOHOL? 


LIQUOR CAN 


PA KILL YOU МА 
NUMBER OF 
WAYS. 


І НЕАКР 
НЕ WAS АТ 
А DINNER 
РАЕТУ WITH 
FRIENDS 
WHO WERE 
لچ‎ ENCOURAGING 


DEFI- 
NITELY 
KILL 
HIM. 


BUT 
HE ONLY 
DRANK 
HALF HIS 
USUAL 
AMOUNT. 
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CHRONIC 
DRINKING 
DAMAGES 
YOUR 
INTERNAL 
ORGANOS... 


IN A SINGLE 

SITTING CAN 

EVEN CAUSE 
SUDDEN 
DEATH. 


SOME- 
ONE 
WHO 

DRINKS 


YOU 
KNOW THAT 


TOO MUCH 15 


POISONOUS, 
YES? 


SIR KOUNEN 


THE LIQUOR 
FROM THE 
PINNER. 


THE 
VESSEL 
РЕОМ WHICH 
HE'D BEEN 
ремкме 
НАР TOPPLED 
OVER, AND 
NOT A PROP 
WAS LEFT. 


. THERE'S 
NO WAY 
TO TELL IF 


HIS DRINK 
HAD BEEN 
POISONED. 


І САМ 
HANDLE 
HIS USUAL 
ARROGANT, 
Bossy 
SELF 
BETTER, 
THOUGH. 


IT TASTES 
42 IF SALT 
HAS BEEN 
ADDED TO 
A SWEET 
LIQUOR. 
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THAT THIS 
/ ALOT 
ТО ASK? 


THIS 
15 AN 
UNUSUAL 
FLAVOR. 


HE'D NEVER 
REACH FOR 
SMOKED 
MEATS OR 
SALT, EVEN IF 
THEY'D BEEN 

LAID OUT. 


«WAS ОМ 
COURSE TO 
WIND UP A 
DIABETIC. 


NS A 
( 


HE 
LIKED HIS 
ALCOHOL 
AND 
EVEN HIS 
DRINKING 
SNACKS 
TO BE 
SWEET. 


IM TOLD 
HE ОМСЕ 
HAD A 
TASTE FOR 
SAVORY 


..BUT HE 
SUDDENLY 
BECAME 
A SWEET 
TOOTH 
ONE 
DAY. 


SHATTER MY | 
NOSTALGIC 
REVERIE 
WITH TALK 
OF REALITY 
PLEASE? 


ሀ|ሠ 
THEY PUT 
OUT ANY 
SALT OR 
SALTY 
FOODS 
AT THIS 
DRINKING 


ENJOYING 
SALT AND 
SPICE TO 
BEING A 
SWEET 
TOOTH, 
HMM? 


THEY SERVED 
ROCK SALT, 
MOONCAKES, 
AND CURED 


| PONE WITH 
THIS ВУ 
ТНЕ ТІМЕ 
THEY'RE 
READY. 


...... 


САМ YOU 
PROCURE 
THE JUG SIR 
KOUNEN WAS 
DRINKING 


vol 
WOULD 
LIKE YOU 
TO LOOK 


INTO FOR 
ME. 


SUDDENLY 
WENT FROM 
AND ` LIKING SAVORY 
From FLAVORS TO 
THEN ON, PREFERRING 


SWEET 
HE WOULD 
ONLY EAT ONES... 
AND DRINK 

SWEET 

THINGS. 


ГТ WOULD 
APPEAR THAT 
SIR KOUNEN'S 

4 / LIQUOR JUG 
2O MUCH, | CONTAINED 


IN FACT, THAT Ч / / SALT. 
SALT CRYSTALS 
REMAIN EVEN 
NOW, AFTER 
THE JUG HAS 
COMPLETELY 
DRIED OUT. 


SALT 15 
ESSENTIAL 
FOR THE 


HUMAN 
„Вит LIKE 
ALCOHOL, BODY... 
IT BECOMES 
POISONOUS IF 
YOU INGEST 
TOO MUCH. 


+ SURELY 
HE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 

ABLE TO 

TASTE IT 
AND KNOW 
SOMETHING 
WAS OFF? 


„АТ 
WOULDN'T 
SURPRISE 
ME IF THIS 
WERE THE 
CAUSE OF 
HIS DEATH. 


HE LOST THE 
ABILITY TO 
TASTE SALTY 
FLAVORS. 


TAKING 
INTO 
„АКО ACCOUNT 
THE SHEER HOW 
QUANTITY MUCH HE 
OF SALT DRANK... 
MIXED INTO 
THE JUG. 


e 
SERIOUS ` 


ONE 
AS HE WAS, ў POSSIBLE HE MUST 
HE MAY HAVE ч CAUSE OF HAVE BEEN 
BEEN РЕОМЕ THIS 12 AFFLICTED 
TO SUPPRESS- h STRESS WITH AN 
ING НІФ ON THE 
EMOTIONS MIND AND ILLNESS THAT 
M AFFECTED 
HIS SENSE 
AND OF TASTE. 
THEN THAT 
TURNED 
INTO 
DISEASE. 


I CAN TELL 
FROM EVEN 
THIS BRIEF 
REPORT ON 

HIM THAT SIR 

KOUNEN WAS 
А TALENTED 

MINISTER... 


AFTER 
LOSING 
| HIS WIFE 
AND 
CHILD TO 
ILLNESS, 
HE THREW 
HIMSELF 
INTO HIS à Y 1 
WORK... L A АХ و‎ — 


ጋረ --- LIQUOR 


AND 
SWEETS, 
HIS ONLY 
PLEASURES. 


-“АМР 
НАР АМ 
AUSTEKE 
РЕЕФОМ- 


A 


| 1 Ч АРРЕР 
ITS NOT THE SALT 
MY JOB TO Y > INTO SIR 


FIND OUT. په‎ KOUNEN'S 
2 7 JUG? 


THERE WAS 


I BELIEVE SALT IN THE‏ ,5 د کي 
зал THAT SOME- LIQUOR YOU‏ 
ONE WHO @AVE ME‏ 
DISLIKED INK TO DRINK‏ 
SWEET г C1 YESTERDAY.‏ 
..ADDED DRINKS...‏ 


THE SALT 
FROM THE 
APPETIZER 
DISH INTO 
THE JUG. 


PERHAPS 
THEY WERE 
INCREDIBLY | 
DRUNK OR (Ç 
“ТО JUST PLAIN 


INSTEAD 
OF ADDING 


THE SALT ADD SALT LAZY... 
TO THE RIM 
DIRECTLY 
OF THEIR INTO THE 
GLASS, AS JUG 
|6 NORMAL. Е 


BUT МОТ 
PERHAPS EVERY- 
SOMEONE 5 ONE 
DECIDED LIKES A 
TO PLAY ' SERIOUS 
ALITTLE IN | MAN. 
РКАМК... _ 
PERSON چا‎ 
THEY DIS- Y 
LIKED BY 
ADDING 
: SALT 
E INTO HIS 
Й DRINKING 


JUG. 
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THEY = ው ረመ Я 
MIGHT'VE < ተ 
THOUGHT | 
ТО КЕЕР = N ...WHEN 
ADDING IN | 3 THEIR TARGET 
MORE SALT - 1 т N CONTINUED ТО 
UNTIL НЕ А 4 DRINK WITHOUT Б 
РІСКЕР 4 VI 50 MUCH AS А 
ШР ON THE FY ` « SIGN OF DIS- 
HORRIBLE COMFORT... 


JINSHI WAS 
CLOSE TO 
SIR KOUNEN, 
HE MIGHT 
BEING || HAVE AN IDEA 
А СОИ || ABOUT THE 


Tee 7. 


HAVING 
ВКОКЕМ 
DOWN THE 
INCIDENT 

Ive IN SUCH 


ALL вит PETAL... 
TOLD Н/М 
WHO THE 
CULPRIT 
15. 


OF 
АМОТИЕК 5 
PUNISHMENT. 


I HADN'T 
ЛОПСЕР 
SINCE HIS 
UNIFORM ኤ 
15 BLACK. Ї 


WAS SIR 
KOUNEN 
REALLY SO 
GREAT A 


НЕ 
TOOK 
CARE OF 
МЕ WHEN 
I WAS 


REGULAR 
PERSON 
RIGHT 


yes. N _ 

BUT YOU'LL 
FIND THE 

CONTENTS 


CAN'T SAY 
YOU LOOK 
ALL THAT 
GRATEFUL 


HAVEN'T 
YOU GOT 
A JOB YOU 
SHOULD BE 
GETTING 
BACK 
TO? 


HES 
TV TOTALLY 
I'M ON ze ФКІРРІМФ 
ТОР ОҒ OUT ОМ 
MY WORK, WORK 
THANK RIGHT 
YOU VERY NOW, 


: ISN'T 
MUCH. / HEP 
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ФРОКЕ ОҒ 
PROTECTING 
OUR YOUTH 
FROM 
BECOMING ኤኢ” 


4 ADDICTED TO 


ALCOHOL... 


МЕ! I READ 
AN INTER- 
ESTING LAW 
PROPOSAL 
RECENTLY. 


BY 
SUGGESTING 
WE PASS A 
LAW THAT 
FORBIDS 
DRINKING 


UNTIL THE 
AGE OF 
20. 


I'M 
NOT IN ANY 
POSITION 
TO STOP 


x SPECIAL THANKS х... 


The Apothecary Diaries, Volume 3! 
I really enjoyed this volume! Even as Maomao’s 
deductions grow more precise, the scenes 
with Jinshi sulking grow more frequent too. 
Personally, I like Jinshi's less-than-perfect 
faces more than his perfect, sparkling ones. 
They're easier for me to draw toola 

See you in the next volume ~$ 


From the artist, 
Nekokurage 


a 
a 
ング SPECIAL THANKS 
ASSISTANT Waka Takase. Rie Shiroi. 
ASSISTANTS 105, Asaha, Hamano, 8 Help 


Itsuki 6 ORIGINAL |: Natsu Hyuuga, Touco Shino 


My editor, you, the readers, and to those who also helped out: 


Thank you always! v 


BONUS MANGA 
Art: Itsuki Nanao 


11'S JUST I NOTICED 
THAT 1 CAN'T YOU DON'T 
SMILE UNLESS |Р SMILE 

I'M DOING 4 ALL THAT 

OFTEN, 


SOMETHING 
ENJOYABLE. MAOMAO. 


ON 
THE OTHER 
HAND, YOU 
SMILE ALL 
THE TIME. 


ay 


MUST BE ; ር 
ВЕСАЏФЕ Y d^ 

I'M EATING 2 NOW. 
A SNACK! 


L LOVE 
DELICIOUS 


THE TOPIC 
OF FUN 
THINGS HAS 
TURNED INTO 
WHAT SHE 
LIKES. 
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АМР I LIKE 
SPENDING 
TIME WITH 
YOU TOO! 


…NOT 
LIKE THAT 
I'M SO 
CHATTY? 


Natsu Hyuuga 
Touco Shino 
Nekokurage 

The editor 
And you, the readers 


See you in Volume 4? 


| መሃ 
Itsuki Nanao 


РАСЕ 160 PART 2 


І 
BROUGHT 


ШЕЛ 
UNIFORMS 
GOING TO 
WRINKLE IF 


THIS KIND 
OF THING 
FOR HIM. 


| ፲ፐ5 NOT “ЕТ. 
А TIME FOR 
1 THAT YET. 


Story by Itsuki Мапао Art by Nekokurage 
у у 8 
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